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AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS: 

This listing of clainns will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in the 
application: 

LISTING OF CLAIMS: 

1. (Currently Annencled) A method for removing gas from comminuted 
lignocellulose material, comprising: 

a. heating the comminuted lignocellulose material as a gravitationally 
lowering column by supplying steam transverse to the movement of the 
column; 

b. maintaining the heating so that until a temperature of 80-C to 160- is 
reached in the column; 

c. introducing the column of the heated lignocellulose material to a 
horizontal gas removal section and advancing the heated lignocellulose 
material as a composed bed through the horizontal gas removal section 
w i th i n a t i mo per i od rang i ng from 10 to 65 m i nutos ; 

d. soa l ing a gas spaoo abovo tho surfaoo of tho oomposod bod of hoatod 
li gnoc e l l uloso mater i al i n the horizontal gas removal s e ction, th e r e by 
adjust i ng th e he i ght and form of the top of the composed bod adiustinq the 
advancing of the composed bed through the gas removal section within a 
time period allowing the temperature of the composed bed to be maintained 
at approximately the temperature reached in step b by introducing steam 
beneath the composed bed at the most 30% of the steam supplied to whole 
apparatus : and 

e. ma i ntain i ng tho temperature of tho composed bod i n tho hor i zonta l gas 
r e mova l s e ction at approximat e ly th e t e mp e ratur e r e ach e d i n st e p b by 
i ntroduc i ng stoam b e neath the composed bed; 

fr removing gas from above the gravitationally lowering column, from 
gas spaoo abovo the top of the composed bed, or both. 



2. (Canceled) 
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3. (Currently Annended) A method in accordance with clainn [[2]] 1, wherein the 
comminuted lignocellulose material is heated to a temperature of 100''C to 130°C in 
step b. 

4. (Previously Presented) A method in accordance with claim 1, wherein the 
comminuted lignocellulose material is heated in step b to said temperature in a time 
ranging from 20 to 180 seconds. 



5-21. (Canceled) 



